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The Research Experience for Community College Students (RECCS) is a 9-week paid
internship that pairs community college students with research mentors and authentic
research experiences in environmental and geosciences.The RECCS program aims to
increase students’ persistence in STEM disciplines (Science, Technology, Engineering,
RECCS and Math), and develop a more diverse geoscience workforce. Students |learn basic
research, writing, and communication skills, and they present their research at a local
Research Experiences for Community College Students student science symposium. RECCS will be entering its ninth year this summer.
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Colorado is home to more than
100,000 community college
students at 15 institutions. These
institutions often serve racially
or ethnically diverse groups,
as well as first-generation
college attendees. Providing an
authentic research experience
for community college students
serves to develop a more diverse
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experience are more likely to pursue additional research experiences or

“Definitely working with my
mentor was life changing and so
Incredibly valuable...”

APPLICANTS FROM RURAL COMMUNITIES

New in 2024, applicants were asked if they had
spent a significant percentage of time (75%
of childhood or last 5 years) living in a rural
community, regardless of community college
they currently attend.
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