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WHAT IS QGREENLAND?
QGreenland is a free, open-source data package for the 
QGIS platform which works both online and offline, 
making it an accessible tool for use in the field and places 
with limited internet availability.
QGreenland removes barriers to GIS data exploration with 
a fully integrated and user-friendly viewing and mapping 
environment for Greenland. 

DATA TIPS

• Display only the essential.

• Simplify graphs to make them easier to read.

• Include short, informative titles.

• Label individual elements rather than relying 
on legends or key; use sentence case (not 
title case).

• Should be readable from 6 feet away.

• Avoid acronyms. Use descriptive terms that 
make sense to someone unfamiliar with your 
research field.

• Apply the color scheme to the graphs for 
consistency. 

DESIGN TIPS

• Negative space is your friend. Forty percent 
should be blank.

• Use 3 to 5 colors.

• Use 1 or 2 accent colors to draw attention.

• No images or patterns as background where 
main text is.

• Use 1 to 2 fonts, complementary and readable 
from 4 feet away.

• Feel: More like an infographic and less like a 
scientific poster. 
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GENERAL POSTER TIPS

• INTRODUCTION: Interest the viewer with minimum amount of background and information.

• METHODS: Be brief; use graphs or tables to illustrate.

• RESULTS: Briefly convey to viewer in case they skipped all other sections.

• CONCLUSION: Remind reader of hypothesis and why findings are relevant.
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PRINTING NOTES

• POSTER SIZE: 36” x 48”

• Length or width may be modified, but length or width will always be limited to 36” 
depending on orientation as that is the plotter paper size limitation.

• Leave ¾” border on all sides of poster to avoid printer cut off.   

FINAL THOUGHTS

• Do not clutter this poster and do not cover the image. It is meant to stand 
out.

• If possible make graphs translucent with white text.

• Otherwise create a light colored box (use suggested palette options 
below) and place graphs within the box with dark text. 

• Use align and distribute under Arrange tab to create crisp spacing 
between points.

SUGGESTED COLOR PALETTE 

ACCENT COLORS

Fig 1. Keep your captions short with the main takeaway in place. Write in complete sentences.

SUPPORTING LEARNING WITH QGREENLAND

● Beginner-friendly user guide
● Exercises and curricula for educators
● QGreenland YouTube channel - new content based 

on researcher workshop is under development!

LESSONS LEARNED

● Minimize participant-specific prerequisites (e.g., 
software installed on personal computers).
○   Partnered with CryoCloud to provide a 

QGIS/QGreenland cloud environment.
● Err on the side of providing extra time for exercises.
○  “I didn't feel like we had enough time (even though 

we had lots).”
● Design content for the workshop and beyond - reuse 

and promote these materials!
○   Newsletter highlights, transform into tutorial                                                                                                  

videos, repeat workshops.
● Stipends are an effective incentive for participation!
○   $250 for ~3-day virtual workshop.

CHALLENGES

● Some participants less prepared than others
● No-shows & impacts to pre-planned breakout groups
● Language barriers
● Broken technology (pre-loaded flash drives failed!)
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WORKSHOPS

● Denmark and Greenland user workshops
○ Focused on introducing QGreenland, QGIS, and 

geospatial data & analysis concepts
○ In-person with ~60 participants across 3 workshops

● Researcher workshop
○ Focused on open science and geospatial data 

management and analysis
○ Virtual workshop with 25 participants

● Educator workshop
○ Focused on developing interdisciplinary learning 

resources
○ Virtual workshop with 9 participants

QGREENLAND.ORG

“The most noteworthy aspect of the 
workshop revolved around active 
participation and engaging in practical 

exercises.”

“I found it a lot easier to ask questions and 
understand the projects/exercises when I 
was able to see other people's screens and 

talk amongst a small group.”

https://nsidc.github.io/qgreenland-workshops-poster-site/

https://www.youtube.com/@qgreenland


