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ECS Announcement Documents

On December 19th, 2023, the United States announced the outer limits of its continental The CIRES team, in cooperation with Department of State, NOAA, and USGS colleagues,
shelf in areas beyond 200 nautical miles from the coast, known as the extended continental wrote and reviewed numerous project documents, including embedding of relevant

shelf (ECS). This was the culmination of a decades-long effort by multiple U.S. agencies — Maritime zones figures that illustrated the descriptive text. They also shepherded many documents

led by the Department of State, NOAA, and USGS — to map, analyze, determine, and through multiple reviews by ECS Project team members and international experts. The
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document these limits, in accordance with provisions of Article 76 of the UN Convention on regional documents applied a common structure that followed a logical sequence to
the Law of the Sea. demonstrate the outer limits.
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The CIRES team at the ECS Project Office, located at NOAA/NCEI in Boulder, played a )\ Territorial Sea Exclusive Economic Zone Executive Summary (100 pages) dentify components of the margin, Article 76(3)

significant role in helping to determine these outer limits, including developing and shelf, or ECS, refers to that 7/ Regional Documents (1000+ pages) Base of the Continental Slope : Section 4.1
Implementing: (i) seafloor analysis procedures, (ii) a systematic approach to map and figure

Identify the BOS, Article 76(4)(b)
creation, and (iii) the documentation necessary to demonstrate the U.S. ECS outer limits. shelf beyond 200 nautical Analysis Documents Foot of the Continental Slope Section 4.2
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Apply 60 M formula, Article 76(4)(a)(ii)
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Constraints Section 6

The CIRES team developed a robust method for analyzing and assessing the bathymetry Media Note, Fact Sheet, Federal Construct Distance constrint, Aricle 765

of the continental slope. Geocap Shelf software was used for rigorously analyzing the Register Notice e R
bathymetry and identifying the base of the continental slope (BOS). Further analyses were Arctic Documents for other areas evaluated Outer Limits of the Continental Shelf Section 7
then done to identify the location of the foot of the slope (FOS) within the BOS. FOS points Seven U.S. ECS areas
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Maps and Figures

We used a systematic approach for map and figure development to ensure consistency
In graphics across multiple regional documents. Multiple software packages were used
to generate maps and figures, including: ArcGIS Pro (for geospatial maps); Adobe
lllustrator (bathymetric and seismic profiles, geologic illustrations), Photoshop (image
edits), Acrobat (document drafts for review), and InDesign (final document compilation);
and Natural Scene Designer and Fledermaus (bathymetric profiles, perspective views, ' - B

seafloor shaded relief). We also standardized file names, shapefile attributes, data g L By 1\ 1 e e Global ECS limits
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