Double Trouble: The intersection of invasive species and climate change
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The North Central Regional Invasive Species and
Climate Change (NC RISCC) Network, founded by
this team, connects managers and researchers to
integrate climate adaptation science and
management for invasive species.

New introduction pathways Invasives become more competitive

- Human activities that introduce species may move to colder
areas under climate change (e.g. aqua/agriculture,
recreation, construction)

- Altered streamflows and flood regimes may faciliate
dispersal of non-native species

- Warming and elevated CO, causes invasive plants to grow
faster and produce more biomass than native plants

-Invasive species often have traits that help them adapt to new
and changing environments (e.g. broad environmental
tolerances, dispersal)

Learn more at
https://www.risccnetwork.org/north-central
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Zebra mussel spread may benefit from new pathways. Common carp spawn after disturbances before other species arrive.
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